A year after the opening of DSDHA's special needs school in Guildford,
it is joined on the site by the practice’s fantastically impressive
Christ's College secondary school, writes Ellis Woodman

Pictures by Héléne Binet

Christ's College addresses
DSDHA's earlier Pond Meadow!
school across a new road

that runs throdgh the site.
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school for children with special
needs designed by DSDHA for a
siteon the town's residential o
While a stand-alone facill

conceived asone part of an ensem-
bile, the other major component of
which was nearing completion at
the time of my visit.

This is the new home of Christ's

ondary school th:

occupaed the entirety
its own. The school’s previous
accommodation was a dispersed
ncrously pro-

post-war campus,

vided with green spa

latterly had been ringed by a secu-

rity fence in response toa string of

arson attacks. This intervention

had anii ably damaging effect
I's self- 1al

"

pus.

tignted the
of uniting the two
= in a single structure, but
t that they drew their fund-
ing from different sources put pay
to that idea.

What it ended up with was
therefire two buildings stood side
by side. In response to the pro-
nounced disabilities of its stu-
les Pond Meadow was

vards and animated by a restless
roofline. Its neighbour is finished
in the same hard, beetroot-hued
German brick but is a three-storcy
building of tauter profile and
grander bearing — a country
house, perhaps, to Pond Meadow's
stable block.

The decision to keep the plans

ans

build costs and of

introduced a large no-go zone at
the heart of the community that it

sght 1o serve.
In drawing up the masterplan
for the site’s redevelopment, one of
DSDHA's central ambitions was to
returmn it to a more perforate rela-
tionship with the surrounding
housing — a task itapproached by
proposing a much more compact
building envelope than had been

ensuring the most environmen-
tally efficient envelope. It also
ensures that in spite of the site now
accommaodating two institutions
rather than one, plenty of green
space remains. A road now cuts
through the with the schools
set to either side — allowing resi-
dents whao live to the north a far
stronger connection to their
immediate neighbourhood. In

SITEPLAN

particular, it has
more direct link to the primary
school that lies to the south of
DSDHA's site. The days when
younger children would habinally
break through Christ's Colleg

fence b A audi extra fi

The two buildings maintain a
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The atrium, where
students eat lahch.

is offered by Peter Ml
Birch school in the Zuri

of Oerlikon. It too is conceived as
an ensemble of free-standing
buildings but the interweaving
casare made publicly acces-
ble through the integration of

mand such an exp rritory.
‘One could not mistake these build-
ings for affices, housing or any
commercial they are, in the
most positive sense, institutional

While they share a material
palette, the facades of the two

hools arearticulated in marked!

automated security shutters over
every window, thus obwiating the
nced for a perimeter fence, Is it
really unthinkable that such
strategy might be adopted in this
coumn am [ maive to imagine
that the social pressures faced by a
school in a well-to-do Swiss sub-
urb might be remotely com
ble tothose with which a sche
urhan Britain has to contend
surely a question worth asking as
the twoexamples present a funda-
mentally different relationship
between school and community

Y

On  Pond
ixkised alu-
s are set flush
= of the wall,

Deborah Saunt
likens Christ's
Collegetoa

17th century
hétel particulier

tautness that is

contrasting  wa!
Meadow, the b

minium windo
with the outer

maintaini

and itisadi i the proj-
cets” ability to speak to the wider
to attain a sense of the cvic.

pted only at the enl
and at the building’s end
tions. Christ’s College present:

powerful andonce
the trees that have been planted
around them have matured, they
will communi still stronger
sense of occup g A COMMOn

minutes to their daily commute
are thankfully now gone.

3 is  disappointment, it
is that this concession to commu-
nity acoess is not pursued further,

pe. Yet, for all the intelli-
gence of their siting, the fact
remains that the buildings are set
apart from each other and from the
wider world b
metres of fencing,

uny hundreds of

Indeed the d ce of the
fences at Guildford is all the more
DSDHA's

o a long way towards
meeting that goal, perhaps further
than any school built recently in

e
300mm — the length of one of the
unusually formatted bricks that
have been employed on both
buildings — while the depth of a

z as been fur-

lege is particularly 1
and in the way that the they com-

articulated in a manner that &
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only becomes apparent as we draw
close to it. Immediately below
each classroom window, we finda
zone of brickwork within which
randlamly selected perpends have
been widened and left without
mortar. This scattengun of open-
ings enables air to be introduced
& cach classroom by way of its
own heat recovery and ventilation
unit {See fn Detaril, opposite) while
maintaining a sense of the wall’s
mass in away that no applied lou-

DSDHA's Deborah Saunt likens
Christ's College to a 17th century
hitel particulier, a type that char-
acteristically married a highly
formal external expression to a
surprisingly animated internal
arrangement. “A building like the
Histel de Beauvais,” she explains,
“brings the visitor from the public
street through to a low entrance
archway into a courtyard and then
via a grand staircase up to a serics
of spaces with varying degrees of
privacy, and with the promise of a
roof terrace — a fragment of
nature, offering an idealised
retreat with a simple view of the
sky” While the horses and car-
riages may be absent, the ipau
sequence offered by

The signage is designed by Blro International.

porate image than is suggested by
the room itself. [ts walls and ceil-
ing are faced in softwood and
uhmupuunxx,uc made, they are

‘While Pond Meadow employed
asteel nmrlnrr U\ns:t s e od[rgw

DETAIL

CHRIST'S COLLEGE
SCHOOL
GUILDFORD

Christ's College secondary
school replaces a series of
1860s structures with a single
three-storey building.
Classrooms are arranged
argund the perimeter with
wiews out to the Surrey hills.
An innovative ventilation and
heating system has been
integrated into the facade
giving each classroom local
environmental control.

Fresh air is delivered to
each classroom via its own
heat recovery and ventilation
unit concealed in a cabinet
under a window. The unit
contains two fans, one for
supply and one for extract and
& heat exchanger. Until the
room comes up to
temperature a damper cuts off
the fresh supply and the unit
works in recirculation mode
with an electric heater battery
to heat the air, 5o no boilers or
radiators are needed.

The building has a concrete
frame with blockwork infill
and concrete floor slabs
which have been left exposed.
The thermal mass helps store
heat and regulate fluctuations
in temperature. Once the
room is occupied the heat
generated by the occupants is
sufficient to maintain a steady
temperature without using
the heater battery. A CO2
sensor on the unit monitors
the air 5o that the CHRV unit
only comes on when fresh air
is required. In summer the
system provides secure night
ventilation to cool the
structure.

The external walls have a
brick outer leaf, Instead of

a\l\hough the pl:m harbours

rhnm- that i: is im!l“v amnllatcd

real surprise, its !’un.

I logic is
apparent. On c.lrh level its foot-

pnnt is defined by a horseshoe of

lege closely ponds to this  scal asenseof

description., |qu s:urﬁrr;u: an ml:lupmj( lin- interior, I‘hc u\1|l£ of the class-
We cnter by way of a low- ing. Indecd, the rooms are in bi k; those of
linged h 15 al between the atri dthecomi-  the stair cores, in-si As

much of the principal elevation.
Its recessed face — within which
the doors are set

dors that encircle itis gauged with
particular delicacy. Fearful of the

|nm|ud mmn side of

with the boarding used in the
atrium, both are left unfinished.

our readingof thel

is fully glazed, acoustic implications of the In fact, pretty much the only
a gesturc that I!:cm] und.cmlts armngrmcm - the atrium is  painted surfaces are the classroom
h — the :Imrx. h y co(lul

school at fi dth 1| Hich i

Our sense of spatial
is maintained by a narrow lobby
before we are suddenly released
into a mpk height room — the

!;.11 :-pcnmg-. should be glazed.
A resisted that idea and has

|K\lt proved right — a tribute to

tcguhr I)S[)I!A collaborator
Oliver Klimpel, of the graphic
design firm Buro International.
While thi tothe use

the hitels
— which extends up toa series of
sklights. Although DSDHA

terms this space the atrium, that
deseription conjures a more cor-

softwood boarding but also to the
fact that the high level of visual
communication allows the space
tobe monitored effectively by stafll

of as-found materials has strong
aesthetic implications it also
lends the fabric a robustness
that the school will surely

a
are sited at the comers and termi-
nations of this racctrack, their
presence registering externally

If adepartment
expands all
thatis likely

to be required
is achange of
door colour

cation if o

lular

ghthep windows 1. Mearwhibe a grilles "
P Rt e s e CUT-AWAY SECTION THROUGH WINDOW AND “BREATHING WALL" HEAT RECOVERY SYSTEM
The art and science rooms are  the atrium, a top-lit space which been widened to allow air to 1 SOmem insul TOOmm-high x 280 100 of tray 10 support il Drickwork consisting of 50 CHRY uit
it larger than the oth, lends light to the encompassing pass through to the extract 200 x 200me reinforced insulaticn panel externally ta close wide hole cast into wall for 35 tangular  Cabinet w
and sited 50 as to benefit from  corridors by way of glazed behind. The supply air  concrete columns cast 50rmen sl gp it windar frae PP stunless stol insect  section tube with PPC froen 50 x ZSenm and 25 x
north light, but otherwise, the ingsinits pcnmderw'ﬂl, is brought in through a (T, i‘i"ﬂ“‘ﬂ’-ml}':mm -Iv;ghr-ﬂ = mesh fard  staiel Fhenm mid steel
zmnx\e’nwns could Ihan!h be Finally, lodged slot beneath the 2Upperty 200200 1 AT LA m"__mmmml m‘:::‘m ﬁllf:\::;ﬂ"ﬂmﬂ :;T;':m ; ::m»wmlw
e Ifa dey abave the theatre is an enclosed window eill. e virrgl o carpet fooe aly 0% bt Horum MOF
expands or contracts all that is  roof terrace, access to which is The 290mm x 30 x 50mm Finish on beveting with 10rmen joints. between window frame and  BCRI 10 Alr extract ttcen ko tie insert into i
likely to be required is a change of  available solely to sixth-form stu- Ixickshaw:mn Laid in crnpound Depth of raked vertical blockwork fusd o 400 deep foled Phieram for air extract Evickwork ‘b vaall o 50 x S0mm
door colour although the block- rklv detailed and offer- var a B0arw joints, @ alumanam aegles alurnisium ol secret foed bclrm mréand outer alurminium angle.
work partitions can be stri f the sky, this is eeper rpends ) e L Leas open 1o CHIYV uni 1ZHestexchangeunit  Lmm MOF remewabin
out wi[;lmu!;m\' structural i.ﬂm very mm,-h the “idcalised retreat” :l‘::z[ml S‘;E,:afw the i S Window head 1eren phywood subr-ll Proprietary potymaric deor
e ¥ y e RORRELICK Bl 3 325men-thick reinforoed A Window 337 x 20w folded ytray 4 frish,
of Saunt’s Parisian imaginings, scale of the elevation. n-situ poky g S duir intake of plenum. (CHRY) wit EPDM/neoprers blend
(‘:luj(hkmrhmlluslunwnl el Some s\micn:- may takeit tobean Rather than a repatitive, it nwme  pos A side el toel tray Raten sie collected athigh  seats fixsd ko fraene sroed
4 h are the col- ‘their immi- ised effect the “:\_"M Jisthelioh scret Sl 4 e bevvel and brought to CHRY  removable panels.
ective spaces, the presence of  nent escape from Guildford, and brickwork has been detailed : g ‘concret sl and iener leafs of wall to “dovecate” wall el i ol
which — in keeping with thehétel  vet,in providing the city with this with a sense of craft. B . form o intake duct with  Special brickwork coursing encasement lined with
particulier model — is concealed  fantastically i impres: Detail i i IM-L“;:.WJIF : x 100 lmf-w-sn'rlnm ; pends for ventilation. mlam E50mm &“mmwam
fi ide view. Tt hall DSDHA has hopefully p Grahom Bizley Wt Proprietaryins Ahick relnforce ol il s R .
mcked to the rear where  a fair few of them that it is a place exposed intermually. closer and OPC upstand BOOmm contres welded 1o stoel inserts bultintn catsnets to encase. panels.

hasl
its minimally fenestrated bulk

worth investing their hearts in.
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