Covert House

Two partners at London practice DSDHA have
built themselv 2 concrete family home
nto a garden in Clapham
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rectangular but has cutaway
lightwells for the downstairs sp
height space, with a crisp spival staircase made
from a sugary white concrete, leads to the
sitting room and on to the children's bedroo
while doors through to the adults' rooms are
concealed behind a wall of builtin cu
Throughout, the polished concrete is of a ver;
high quality, but has a dark, smoky tone, which
could casily feel gloomy. This is mitigated by a
series of mirrored surfaces that face not only
the lightwells, but also the angled reveals that
surround doors and windows, brightening the
space considerably and casting complex
reflections of the gardens into the house,

The result is both spartan and lush,
restrained but complex, “There’s nothing
you can strip out of this house,” says Saunt,
referring to DSDHA's "absolute insistence
on economy” and their process-driven deslg
worked at with rigour. Despite the Covert
House being their family home, Saunt and Hills
are already using it as a demonstration
to show of!' thelr ideas to clients. As Saunt
points out: “Whether you like it or not, your
house is a manilesto” T




