DSDHA's John Perry
Children’s Centre
is quietly radical.
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Aer winning the Cabe neighbouthood nurseries
comperition we were invted onto i shortise of prac
tices drawn up by the London Borough of Barking
and Dagentiam, wies DSDHA. We were asked 10
present our initial design ideas for the phased devel
opment of a nursery. The client sought a design
approach prioritisig sustainability for & purpose
built 26 place FIE Nursery for local children within
A deprived arca, and anticipated @ fuure 50 place
Children's Centre with day care. The scheme was
vealised in two phases as funding became available
The first phase was completed in 2001; the second
phase, a separate building, was completed o years
Tater, in 2006

The borough has a very specific. pedagogical
model,in which it aims to teach all hildyen in larger
thanaverage classrooms. The communiy, once dom

m manufacuring ©

inated by Ford, is moving ¢
serviceorientated employment, This has led the local
wthority o vecogise education as a critical factor in
gh. For nunsery

the funre suceess of the bo
design, this as meint budgers and areas are slightly
higher than the DIES standard. The design ambition
s aways been determinedly high, with a clearl stat

ed expectation 1o set new standards

oth phases standard practices were questioned
achieved

i
so that different. heirarchics could be
for example with the radical remosal of internal

fulheight divisions between different ages groups. In
the Children’s Centre, all the children play in the
same space, with low screens separating the luge
open space into zones. This ereates a sense of con
nection and community, of  collective experience

A similar lexicon of materials was employed for
consistency acros both phases. The form of the nurs
ery provides the fourth wall 1o an existing countyard,
whose other three sides are formed by a 1951 prinvary
school In the lager Children's Centre, the form was
area, whilst

designed to maximise the internal fl
minimising the external enselope
The lage play space is entirely nawrally lit and

venilated, and has underfloor heating. Servieed
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precision of the external envelope it h il
The inward-looking building is & subtle pres.
ence in its suburban context. But cach elevation  rojet team
hias been designed 1o perform. To the south, an
expanse of ghizing and polycarbonate is pierced
by two portal frames that contain the many open
ings required 1o access the'external play areas and
stores, while shading the interiors. 1t overlooks a
landscape garden. Once mature, the gardens will
be enclosed by high hedges and greenery (o veil
the views of fencing and the playing field beyond.

i ?\’;'
v“ HAJ] f

Goffe, 7 reception,

.12 twothe yers,

AT72.059



