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A look at DSDHA s music hall in Cambridge and
the practices two kiosks in Potters Fields, London
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THEORY
IN PRACTICE

Two very different projects by DSDHA both demonstrate a
commitment to research techniques pioneered by Australian
academic Leon van Schaik. Jaffer Kolb sees the results,
Photography by Cristobal Palma.
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Ara recent -l,'|:||.uu;':|||n at the HIBA entitded
‘Reflections nn Pracrice’. Debarah Saunt ol
DSDHA presented her kinsks ot Potters’
Fleld Park = one at the base of City Hall, one
itexn 1o Tower Bridge. She described o,
early b hey cageen, she went to Australis with
Fellens [rasties ﬁu|ml||||__l partme [lwvid Hills
I3 WG A IAENEINE Paeos about WIS
prictices, "We areived In Melbowrne and
phoned ap five of aix finms,' she said *Wichin
fwiare we were sharlig drirks with & group

who were all combining research ane practice.

PMyrain and again we heard abowr the
impract Lecn vain Schaik was hmdng i che
city', shu eells me, Vin Sehalk, 1 onee-
prictising architect whoe o o o seseanch
masters program at the Royal Melbourne
Institute of Tochmdogy, s beconse incneas-
ingly important in architeetural cickes & his
rigorows research program is adapied found
the world,
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The programane, cetabilished iin 1987 seems
FH|!|_'||.||;||:|' -.ir||]|||-.ri. - Il_‘lirur.'hlr..g a Fll'l'lliil.'l‘.
v miaght be thinking, & kasdly novel, But
van Schaikk work B spocific in both ks
realization nad in s poale. Finme that bave
practised for betweon five and 10 years snudy
their own projects and salsmdr their wark 1o 4
semmi-anmiial [ L [

The iden 18 that nvtrospestion &l
conversation will encourage practbees ta
explore now idews aml, sdeally, imnivare,
Cormwing Fromn research doise in the LS by
Herward Gardner at Harvind ['lm'nall::r ail
E.mest Bavyer at the Carnegie Institate, van
Schalk estaldished a kind of network model
af collzhoratee learming.

Thwo reoonsly completed prajocts by
[2S1HA — studied in deail over the
falkawing Pges - revend o dedicatian to
Inpensive resexrch that plu"uh—' van Schailk's
values. Working with stadenss az the AA_ the

mrchitects devised projects amud rapping
mowvement, focusing in particular on_haw
[reciEstrians wse space.

In bosth the Meller Cenire i Cambricge
and the Potters Fields kicsks, the practice
usad this research nod the wade it had cerried
wat with students to amdvse each site i orcler
o reace oo and frame the :.'.lrrn-l.lnr_in_?_
landscape. Though chie focus remained
constant, the two ||mjr:|:'.:- ire -:|ui:|.' distinct:
the rough, sngubir Patters’ Fields kiosks
COonTrEst ::rl'l-:in[:'l'l.' wirth the s.lin.'h:,['l|u|.'|-|.-g|:1m-
ghized Maller Centre,

Van Schalk told me rn:n;q:-an!':‘."l.:l:ur
Dreborals kecture [az the RIBA] o collesgue
acked me how a practice so obviously engaged
in ies wirk and ressanch could prodisce sueh
very different bulldangs. Pur ¢onlinons
chumuee every time, and so br almost mokes
scrsi fog 4 practlee to prosdoce galee differeae
work.”
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.'I1|.'--.II.||_"\.'|| oo leenks ouralde = o' [ o P
stuslenie du les their giencion I!.'JII:_II_'I ;||'-_| (1[&]]
Ficus o i thife e lupsban |y,

Mhila |'.:I:' i i I|._.i|l|--'| il !'l_'l_';.'_i_'l A
||'|'\l|':'--\. sice thie kleae thar the cenrre and
Ciarrik lowies b ahour ereata Z i AT
EVIPe el « |'| &f Fhan livshihitsanal
structaie, DSDHHA mmalised another spatial
muanlfesraticn of chese &ims with the imelusian
o il sjpmees’ = ammw for stadents to meet.
Mo thiese differ from standard labhies ar
CONFIETIONN TR 10 SIREd universety .'LIE'Z|I.'Ii'_-
['rin pose suire, bt both the architect ond cliem
nie @ deser e bexioan thit suggeses they
AN Do) % 'I:!'\.".E'Iilll' nxwe warthy: these area
ire about exchanging ideas und informea
15 ITIRNLS it '.I'.J.I: e strinn couversaind.

Like the Potters Fickds Park kicshs,

S0 A had a particular inbenest with
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mapping sightlines and movoment pathern
el ehi site, Where in that praject there
particudar importance in framing view
tar the landscape of historical and conbempo
tary buildimes, here the poad was 1o ween thie

natura] landse ape the cenfre ab atrencian, 3ays

Sanmt: AL amy e, vaure always awane of

i WRENIEO ¢ Care a

the landscape; he
wleale jowrney described by light and views.'
L winclosws unid rooms were designed o
CIFE S8 VIEWS BHTn. aiTsicks an | thirv l.|q|| e
building
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.Il. hlitionally, a5 o meins w elevate the mle

ot the surmm I.||"I!|._' ||I:.|'-\.:||': e .I;-..|-_.|-| i
resrezl cinl nmimensns relecrive curtahn wall

neks, mally sectling on a mignere of Blacl

ceramic=1ritoed |:.'||'|- el s ikl =i flisi Hye

Transpureis plass, The firss used 1,350 %
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Saunt describes the
intended effect of the
building as melting
into the landscape



The Maoller Centre, |1:r DSDHA
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‘Students are
encouraged to look
outside — it's good to let
ther attention wander’

i actmrer Sentert- Miklans, which, whien
paired with the dark colmar, render che scale
af the praject smbiguous,

Tee Maller Centre’s stracrure it
winteriale lenel a distineely Modernist eone,
Tni the _2':15.'\1 irseld seerns o mark 8 menning -
fial departure from the Wndernier dizcourse. I
:'l.]lll"i.-rn-.,l_ .:|.1|:I|:: Tk 'm_'l! rr.l.u-|-.ar|-|'.-.'| 1]
sclvaiwee g kind of .I'r:"l:||'||".'|ln.':|= .'__arli.l.'u. hiere
the sige of ach plas angd reflecimn RIPECSEE
i e ETs ng ||'i|'|r|"'|'|'\-"|,'l:;'|l i=n

l:_‘{l: |l.'|l.:|_!: g .|rl'|.' ;:fl. |'.".'|'I furanl Limen Eifi
[NITT Pross, 19945, -Jl.nl||.||'._|. Vidles r:..|'l!].|l|-.
herw ehaltiog fram transparency to rEnsl
cency and reflection moves beyond the bl
e of the Mudenst idealogy. By osanip
lating perspeceive, the inberfuce between the
subject and the builibing becomes alien. The
Maller Centre reifberprets ohe 1l.||rl:'.||'.di.|:.:.::

L1

thooigh the very act of reflectiog them, orsl
doubly s a= thie reflectson B distmer psd
impure; tainbed by the coloused s,

While Saunt desiribues the inteided efifeel
of the building as ‘disscleing ar meiting o
nature, | think it does -mn:l.'t|'|in|.:_-:\-1.'n bsenrar
By reflecting it surroamidings through o durk
lens, it reformailares the lindscape, Vidier

reders to o particularly creepy moment of Guy

o Maugmssant's novella Lo MHarfy (1857)
where the narmator looks into 2 mirmor and
cant see himsell unn] ‘mdidenly | sow myself
ie i mist by the cener of the mirmor, through
a 5ot o watery vedl

lse Waller Centre’s effieces mipht be fag
less dearnaric, bar when the lizht s Tig hs, it
fEacts i le; |.|||-\.|:-\.|;;||'rﬂ;., hl:". Qining kine af
kaletsd: TS thar slenulieneousdy redirects

-$|I_'|II|:||'II_'-| arsd redraives natuee. W
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