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Vifioly's golden touch

The sleek metal facade of Firstsite's Colchester arts centre is adding a bit of bling to the ancient landscape
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DSDHA

Setting the )
Thames on fire

The charred wood cladding of DSDHA's kiosk by the Thames in London
stands out from the corporate developments around it and acts as
a pointer to the area's past. Will Jones finds out how it came about

Fhotos by Morley von Sternberg
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= Technical advice
» Guidance documents

* RIBA-approved seminar service Single Ply Roofing Association
+ Durable, certified products 26 Store Street, London WC1E TBT
+ Trained contractors with IS09000 Tel: 0115 9144 445
* Manufacturer site inspections Fao: 0115 9749 B27
* Annual audits of compliancs Email: enquiries@spra.co.uk
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1=Jmm i width due to the rapid
heating, and some wastage also
occurs due to twisting.

‘When the imber is suitably
charred it is subjected to a high-
pressure water jet to blow away any
dusty debris, before being rebeated
with the blowtarch to dry it quickly
and thoroughly. The result =a
finished plank af deep-brown matt
hues with raised black grain runming
thraugh it

Imperfections such s knots only
add ta the textural guality of the
panel, prowiding a constantly varied
natural sesthetic,

*1 wasn't sura about the process
when we started, and it has
produced more wastage than we'd
normally wank,” says Coates, “but
now that it & being installed on
site, the timber looks really good,
I'mimpressed.”

Specialist joimery contrector Mertin
Childs (MCL) undertook the
unestwiabile task of charring the
tenbes far Parkside Kosk. Close
collaboration with architact DSDHA,
wielding goggles end big gloves set
them on thelr ey

There are four main stages
invalved in creating the charred
finish for the cladding, starting with
the most exciting bit, charring.
During testing & blowiorch was
wsed but MCL set up an sutomated
furnace with gas burners to char the
S5y m of tirmber required for the
whale job.

“We passed the timber through
viile watching it constantly,” says
David Coates of MCL. “Some of the
planks sctually catch fire, sp as it
comes out the next step s to brush
off any buming debris and embers”

The burnt timber shrinks. by

FIMISHED SURFACE After further
drying with & blowtorch, the plank
shows off the grain and Imperfections.

BLOW TORCH During initial testing
timber was charred with a blowtorsh,
but a furnace was wsed for the linal job.

WATERBLASTING With the imber
suitably eharred, a high-pressure
winber jeb was used to dislodge debris,

A DISTINCT
PERSPECTIVE

If you take a dose look at the

{8 atrodyg, and once charmed, wosd
willl mot b aggmin. Also, ifhested,
wioad hias greater resistanne fn rod
and imsect infestation.

“We're using Thermawood, o
haked pinm'.-hidl hais the shelf lile
of hardwood becanse of this heat
treatment, on another poogect,”
s=ys Saunt.

Once the desired level of char-
ring kad been established, the
tearmn hael to work oot how o fin-
ish the timber, “Wie looked at seal-
ing thee chaar bt it seemed =il to
put & treatment on a sl protecs-
ing product,” savs Saunt. “We
conldn't leave it 2= it i becmese of
the debris that could come off, 5o
wie waterhlasted simd then abradksd
it, and that produced the appro-
prigte level of charring, combined
with limnited dedhris on the sorface.
That is what we specified in the

tender”

Carbon is strong,
and once
charred, wood
will not burn
again. Also, if
heated, wood

Pavilion. You enter it throngh a
chamad timber screen. Inside
there were a number of projects
that use charmed timber and infor-
mation about the process af Yak-
sugi. Merther I nor Trada had ever
heand l.I“1]H.I|.:r' |||_-;:-||:|:|||}--|*'Iu;-||||_-.|".
cladding in Japancse DIY stones.”

The 19mm-thick by 94mm
wide L‘I.lul:‘]t‘qlt'|:1|ﬂlﬂi."|g of Parksids
Kiosk is formed into pansls and
secret-fixed o the battens amd
Jiist set in the kinsk's stee] frame.
A large Canapey cantilevers oot 9m,
];lm'.rin:liuj_rshclzrr. while internally
mch of the spoace is free of col-
umins b allow the chermypicker to
fit in. An irreymular, stalactite-hike
column i harile ot of 04 by
g4mme=thick imber preces, as 15
the underside of the graduated
canopy cedling. All s charred
biack, yet the kiosk sis glitly in
the park.

“We wanted o minimise the
visual disruption, we didn’t want
o ok & hasrier Betwiee this pao-
e usnyg the park and the Anan-
il amd towrist audiencs of More
Lanclom, sowecarved the kioskap
by using lots of Elazing to provide
views through,” sy Saant,

The resulting building is like no
other, and that is not something
c.ag.ii!.' achicved in [I,:|II|.|'|:|"-$ 4|_|,|.ir1'-

g fire, attention-grabbin hitee-
= Calrinbatarifincod has greater i | b e hle
window, you will see that the slim resistance torot  iwespasition hetween extraoeds.

sightlines and pine frame provide
warm, light interiors. You will also
find that the low-e glazing and
durable, low-maintenance exterior
will reward your pocket for many
years to come. And when you add
our 12 year warranty, VELFAC
windows leave a lasting impression.

woww MEL FAC.co._uike VELFAC:

and insects

Eanmt hnd seen bumnt fumiture
| pil,'rt'.!.' betore, by artist Jim Par-
tridze, bt she never dremed that
soamenne else was creating barnt
|:'11'I.'-!'!||.'I.'I-|.": cladding. However, it
seems the Japanese hawve been
dpinyg it for vears, “We had teralby
Juest fimished testing and were dise
on site when I went to the 3006
Venie Biennale and  saw
| Terunobo Fujimorn's Japanese

nary design and a rationalised,
subitle narrative infarmed eatirely
by b5 srroundings.

“It will be really interesting to
see how & weathers,)” sayvs Saunt,
“I'm pleased we haven't resorted
Ty uSang chesical ]a-rl.':ﬂ.'naliw:ﬁ.
and we've talked to the cient
abaut possibly recharring itin the
future. They've been fantadte so
fur amd are aptimistic, but under-
standaldy nervews, about setting
fire to a butlding that stands nies
ter Cigy Hall™

e - s, R At — g k'.-c
A white sister Kiosk marks the Blossom Squars entrance to the g
site, seen here from the Thames with Tower Bridge to the left, £
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PROLECT TEAM Architect DSOHA Client Hore London Developmend, SErsetural emgimeer Jane Wermick Associates,
Services engimeer Arup, Main contractor Slandale Logistics, Original comtracior MICE Sames, Timber
weatherboard cladding Martin Childs, External works McHicholas. Mechanical Derham Bl Contracts

Parkside Kiosk model showing the 9m cantilevered canopy and |5 stalactite-lke imber calumn.

te set fire to their own

Tanibedimg, isn't it ¥ states Doh-

orah Saunt, co-director of

[(STFHA, the practice res-
ponsible for the “chamed" pavilion
outside City Hall on the soath
bank of the Thames,

The structune, named Parkside
Kinsk, will house ncafé, ]'u.lhliomi-
legs, ATM machings and a rﬂrlring
pamge for the ginng cherrvpicker
sl b clemn the winddows of City
Hall, Tt sits at one and of the strip
of landscaped ground between
oeyor Ken Livingstones abode
and Tower Bridge, while a sister
kiask in stark white marcks the
other entrance to the park from
Torwer Bridge Fesd, But contrary
to ks s e waes, the clearned
darker sibling looks like some
bizarre peological fonmation or a
petrified Meanderthal dwedling,
The rouagh, dark exterior is immme-
dintely tactile and inviting, yet
similarly ropgmed and mosterios,

This is blackened, bornt archi-
tecture, But it's not an anarchic
twa fingers to the csenblishmient,
IO A TR o mﬂhr.'rm:-ﬂ ane] his-
tomy of the site.

“The notion of buming cames
abhout the first time we visited the
site,” recalls Saont. “The toaxi
driver, Roy, dropped us off on Too-
Iy Street, and as wee bebt be saicd= ‘1
uzed o play bere on the bamls
sibes’”

“This histery, this important
conotion of the site, seems w have
been forgotten, papered over
by the new developments, We
warited to recapbane the emational
resonance of the arca that has
became very corporte and slick —
it isn't part od the real Bermoned sev,
it dhoesn’t reference itself very well
with the past.”

High in the mind of the archi-

i I t's every architect's fantasy

PARKSIDE PLAN

‘The notion of
burning came
on the first visit.
The taxi driver
said: “l used to

play here on the
bomb sites.™

tect was alse the position of the
kmek and the need to negoliste
bietween the steel, ghass amd lose-
stome af the corporate More Lon-
dan site and the less stractared
surroundings of the residents’
park which lies behind City Hall,

“Im terms of the architectural
language we tried o find 8 meate-
riality and form that bridged

hetween the ossified world of

Wore London snd the natoral
world of the pa rk, says Saunt.
“We decided that timber was the
obions choice as it nsel often for
]'mrl; huilﬂing:sl.amlwunmtlln:l:rn::n-
:i|'.|,t|n|:r":tr-n- minke it lenk ke 1t had
heen turned &0 stone”

Bt b to horn or char a2 3Gme-
lomg by 9m-wide by Sm-high
bailding that stands next to the

mavor of London's office? It's mot
like wom can si'rnph_,' set it on fire
mirid thien stamsd arcumsd wath bnck-
whs of water at the reacy for when
its “done”,

DEDHA tested timber sarmples
o see how they burmt. Anmeed with
a  hlowtorch, the architect
scorched cak ancd cedar, The first
torok too longg tohaorn, aned e hacd
oy pronounced effect on the ktter,
Biberman larch, boweser, which s
knicwam for 1ts toagh grain, got the
thumbs-up: a imber that stamds
L L |:|l.|n1||:|!.:_ bt which :.ll.'ld_‘u
enoagh to the fames, s grain
ganding proud while the sur-
reinding softer ibresshrink away,

DEDHA then worked sith tim-
ber rescarch association Trada to
develop & methodology of how to
produce large amaunts of burmnt
timsber, “We needed to know how
tavwrite a specification for the con-
tractor tochar timber,” sys Saont.
“It was all very well us doing the
testing, but we had to instrsct n
te=arm tepelr it amd woe were wanrTie]
about potential risks.”

The mcrre resemneh that DSIEA
did, thee menre conddent it hecame
that it had hit upon a good idea.
The architect discovered burmt
wood is very restlient. Carlson e

The picces of charred cladding are formed into panels which are
fixed to the battens and joists of Parkside Kiosk's steel frame.

1 City Hall =
2 Queesn’s Walk =
3 Tower Bridoge

& Weavers Lane
5 Parkside Kiosk
& Blossom Square
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PARKSIDE PLAN

1 Darags
2 ATM=
3 Retall unit 1 L
& Cantilevered canopy =

The small scale and transparency of the kiosk stands in contrast
to thie surrcunding large-scale ‘corporate and slick” buildings.
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ENVIR WALL

Specialists in the design and supply of
decorative anti-cradk render and
external wall insulation systems.,
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