"ost ST

of the :A— . ——=




Prirainm page: The

Hight: Une of e
classooms baching
Twai-a by oen b I e T
WL =5 e -]

1 Eregaalar Bottom right Tre
FOyulet e f=nwle
cf the canopy Fewve
flucnescenl bghls
[ lop g el g p-in
Al imot e

el Iacads ol the

wilh &

Ll e I

wirrires
Belgw: The south
fating chsmooma
wilh e Canopy bt
ot mght

restgmation thiar we wisir the owns Lapest
sducation inftiative — a strking mew Sure S
-\.'l'.i...‘lll.'.'l-:- CENITE, & '\1‘I.|'||'|-||I' (1o | l.'i-u' !llr :.1||_|1|:::
parenes and pre-school children, designed by
London-based archivecrure practice DSIMHA.
Ihe seeds of thiz i_'u_|j|._|;||:_1 were sewn almiost
caactly a decade At when Blair came o [HAWEL.
Deborah Saune, divecoor of the pracrice, recalls
her elation as a young archirecr the morning
afrer he was elecred, “We thought, could it be
trues Public buildings in Brigain? Ar lscg®
Ir was trse, and bere in Diagenham the crisply
cut, mart aluminium facade of the William
Bellamy Children's Centre is somehow
reminsscent of Blair's firse teren 10 sHeee
oirmistic, image conscows, promising sockal
change froam EOHI LS LI local imiviarives,
Bsrablished by Saunt and Diavad Hill in
1998, DSDHA has been inremanehy involved in
maling Mew Labour’s education initiatives neal,
The Willham Bellamy cenvire is the pracrice’s
Fourrh Sure Stare project. Here, it has engaged
the belp of graphic arss Oliver Klimpel o add
| some fun and dynamism o the building
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dick aluminium shell, recalling the area’s Ford
heritage, is rempered by Klimpel’s red and
vellow pamern of animal alhousrtes on some
of the ground-floor walls

The facade compasition, with its varying
windows and hormonml bands, is designed o

\'.'!II:I.I'|.1r|.' any sense af 'Hq_“;l'_': il; i:-: only two

storcys rall gives the impresson of
.'\-C:-III-\.'I:|I I'||_!| L, |'| |1i=__-;_';,'| I||||_| I\.|_||||1|:-_|_'| '_E|_||| 1L%
brick peighbours = on one side 3 juniss school,
on the other an infanes’. Clear polyurechane
panchs glow beneach the deep canopies dha
miark the centre oul apainst its landscape

s we walk from the car park towards the
ENITAMNCE W Purds 3 5-l.r.1.wn:.'-|n|'-|'.|:1g kid
Crildpiniag behind his mocher on his Wy nexe
door. Saun whispers storics abour the kind of
PHRLEDE: '.-:Iill '..|-.!:I. I|'||.'Ir l{ll‘l'ﬂ. 48] r|'.:_--.:_- ||||,;||
schools. “['ve heard mothers swearing cheir
hewds off an kids, Fing chis, fng char ['ve seen
bour women with pushchairs :«,_l|-:;-.“|:|5: at
another mum beciise she was wearing a hijab
— she was just walking her kids o school and
being racially abused. There's a lor of unrest.”

Wi pause benesath the EEMET0E oV |.'r|:|:|:|3_-',|.'|§
eaves of the roof, whose underside is eeinced in
Kimpels medley of urban and wo dland anbmals

Fewees, rats, ralbbics, snakes extending like a
canopy of autumn leaves, It nor just for the
children — Diggenham doesa’t have a maieTnicy
wittd, se the centre provides valuable suppore for
newe parencs. | his calim space where parents can
linger and socialise i an efforr o e iR
inferaction and dispe the kind of wension Saun
b witnesed in the area,

Howewer, from alar the |:-|.'i!|:|||'._: presents a
tather adult, cool and severe evterios. 1T his
doesn’t look like a school, and
that's because it's trying very hard
to project more than t.fat —to be a
shiny E}"I'III.IJDI of investment in the
Cum"lu“l[}l'.

Imside, the centre & formal, recrilineas and
peneroesly spaced — dlerestories link rooms and
wide doors led onm individual, suburban-sivle
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largely desigred around views of and access o
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wind t floods in From abaove.
I.'.'.'-.-r'.'.hin:_z rhe cenrre feels clear, clean
and open, bus mdier what would be left iof
the walls prinred with anim
i ars tme. T1 phic
e inrerssr, bor there seems

something unambitious about this incerior. 4

REREFE
T P

R




Ground floor plan;
1 Esisting Willam Beflamy
Primarny Schoal

Main erirance to the
reew Chidren's Cenére
Buggy =iore

Sizre

Rpception

Juet corner
Hulti-pumpose: room
Huiti-purpoae room
Husey 34 uears
Juet amea cloaks

Creche 0-7 years

B
F
L
&
&
)
-}
8
1]
i Courtyard
2
13
Iy
15
18
i)
L]

22 Esisting water bower
re-clad ancl retsined
{or storage

23 hurzeny evtemal
Fimy space

Balzrs lof: Tha nurmory
clashroom, with one of
thra many animal motds
painbel ora0 wals

thecughout thie school

It feels a5 though ron much of the crearive
energy has been handed over 1o the illsstrator.

The playfulness of DSDHAS eadier Sure Sart
initiative, the John Perry children's centre not
Far from here, came fram the eension of a small
sine, a restricted budger and an enlighrened dient
who encouraged the archireces to build concrete
playgrownd furniture and giant blackboards,
Caorridors are cowvered in cork, and the interor
design is-more inventive than ar Willlam Bellamy.

But Fe:]up.': such nnm]:!.:l:i.-aul‘.'lrl.'l are :-EL'-I‘.'lnda.l:'].'.
The Sure Stare system is Aourishing up and
down the country, and centre manager Jeannie
Terry — whe before the scheme ran similar
classes for young mums and children in church
halls — says, “What we are dﬂi.lllg here
is not quantifiable in charts or assessments. The teachers at junior school can

already tell which kids came through Sure Start programmes because some
of the others can't even put their own coats on. The point is thar the change

cornes when these kids are 15 and 16 and chey're
not unemploved and not single parents.”

Saune was surprised o find chat che saff ac
the school weren't as enthusiastic as they might

]'.h! =I'H.'|I]E d.'IE CEMCTE. Their E}ﬂi.l:im COITES 2%
no surprise — other government initiarives
such as city academies have divided veachers,
communites and architsers who would mcher
see investrnent inte holistic infrastrucrure
change = priontising teaching standards over
buildings. “Investing in a building is 2 polirical
smaremient, whereas investing in smenne’s pay
seructare over tse mexn 15 vears doesn't have
the snme resonance,” ohs=rvez Saune, bur she
esaintains her belief thar the building irself
comeribuces much to the children’s .:.':F'lntbu-ru.
The William Bellamy centre’s sharp shape
CLICE a1 di.llln’:l:i“ I'-LE:L'II.'E i:l'l l']'l.E d'lmr.-ul' In'ﬂ'
and empry skyline and cerrainly supgests high
levels af investrment to anvone F.:s:ing thJ'mL!.h.
But regardless of the polished facade and graphic
pamerns; it s cheary the socal function of the
building that mareers, When the aluminium
srarts oo lose s sheen and the colours fade, dhe
bailding will continue tm improve the lives of
children and parents in the area — it won't fust

be anoher old, new school, #
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