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DSDHA won this project in a limited competition. The
structure contrasts beautifully with, and is an effective
foil for, its heavier neighbours. The black-glass cladding
provides an enigmatic facade, enclosing a variety of
spaces containing voids and solid walls as well as glazed
arcas. The building is well detailed and thoroughly
considered, and provides a handsome addition to the
richness of the Churchill College campus.

Internally, timber linings soften the sharp geomaetry and
bring the materiality of the surrounding trees inside the
building. The calm interior conceals a range of sophisticated
technology and flexible facilities to transform the building
for its many functions.
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Pond Moadow School caters for children from the npges
of throe to ninetoon with profound physical and learning
difficulties. A canopy protects a deop-plan single-storey
bullding, allowing in plenty of direcct and diffuse light and
creating a series of open internal courtyards. The palette is
simple: dark, glazed brick, glass and painted plasterboard,
Staff at the school had oxpected some resistance to and
fear of the new environmaent from the children with more
profound difficulties, but through consultation and a brave
design, the building has belonged to its users from the very
bBeginning. The studonts could not wait to get inside.
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