A Dagenham

Shiny pixelated bricks, mirrored blocks, multi-height openings and sliding doors that give surprising
views from all angles — DSDHA's John Perry Children's Centre would delight Alice, herself

by Sonia Saltand

IS OPEMING DAY AT THE

John Perry Child rer's Dendne ard the +

LSt adithon b0 Ehe east London
laralscape seems ba have Sircady
heen BDpiod by the lowal
comminity. Same children come
aut of the adacent John Perry
Primary School and stan playving
aroind e mmirror Mocks set n fhe
courtyand. Chbers, on their way
e, Fusn oaer the green hill at the
side of the budirsg. [he panenis
beere to collect their childon, sy
they're emthusistic sbaul this
C1.2m Sure Start faolity desigred by
archifect OSDHA

The 475 m® centre ks the fourth
element af the khi Perny
elucational quenter. As well /& @
secnnickany and primary Schaal
which dabe from the 18508 ther &
0 neirseng alsn desigried by DS0HR,
and now the children's centre, This
serars & 3 dmy cenkre for BD
children, 8 community centre for
the groswn=ups and 3 malermty
Feezalth consutation fecility

Set in a depered suburban area o
moisloeE s Teraced houses, The
cenbre virs inberded by itS elinl
b Lo Bomcdkih ol .:I!Irill'll'| and
}.;n:_n:r.—'m'n. bo serve i @ Do Tor
e eIty (m & okheranse
frarmen |andscape,

Reflecting the arca's industrial
heritage, the architect has frvoeired
maberials such & bricks, alumirm
andl polyrarborate. The cenine
chirisrtn adiiil oail tod INCONQrUtEy
femums the 1950s schoold, but ewer 50
the poolated brcks nported Trm
the Nethedands lend il 3 ey,
mitigical quahty

Comrenuracation between 1he
exderior ard the inkerior relics on a
diever Lse of opeings which ane
mlaced 8 bath children's and adults
level and ensble all users 1o havwe &
view cnba Che |Enosraped (E:’Ih ns
and courtyad,

The architect's cholce of cork, oak
picl ather woesds bo furnish e

Wonderland

insiche @l the centre comitrbutes o a
warTh and inspiFing erranGnment for
chifidren and parcnts alike

Last week the whole Jalin Pesry
sehermne received an Excellence in
Diesign awaed Tram the Aeirica
Irditnite &l Aerhitects The abserce
off raffiti From the builidicg wals 15
a triibe 1o hioss ihee centre has won
o the mespect of yound peopic in
thae ans.

Project team

theat Lendan Borough of Barking
and Dagenhinm

worecie Lakohouse Comtracts
srucheral enginess Price & Myers
anchiact DHDHA



—ss==="Main picture: The mirror blocks in
the courtyard are artworks and
toys for children

Above right: The landscape wall
in cork acts as a navigational tool

Below right: The portal frame
offers access to the children’s
gardens from the play area

Below: The polycarbonate walls
light up at night when public
events are held .
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